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If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss 
them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and 
what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information 
about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  (browse  by  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the 
main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as 
reference. 


Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number. 
Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be 
found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash 
tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #05VATICAN562. 
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REASON:  1.4  (b),  (d) 


Summary 


f.1.  (C)  The  Ambassador  shared  ref  (a)  points  on  Venezuela's 

nefarious  influence  in  the  region  with  Holy  See  internal  affairs 
chief  (Vatican  number  three)  Archbishop  Leonardo  Sandri  December 
f.1 7.  Some  points  were  news  to  Sandri,  but  he  was  not  surprised 
and  said  he  shared  U.S.  concerns  about  Chavez  and  other  leftist 
leaders  in  Latin  America.  An  interlocutor  from  the  Vatican  MFA 
as  well  told  the  Ambassador  that  he  and  his  superiors  were  wary 
of  connections  among  these  leaders.  Neither  prelate  thought  the 
Vatican  would  become  more  aggressive  in  speaking  out  against 
these  figures,  both  because  of  recent  history  and  the  potential 
for  a backlash  against  the  Church.  The  Ambassador  will  see  FM 
Lajolo  after  the  holidays  to  continue  this  dialogue.  End 
Summary. 


Sandri  Under  No  Illusions 


f_2 . (C)  The  Ambassador  met  with  Archbishop  Leonardo  Sandri 

December  17  for  a wide-ranging  conversation  on  the  Church  in 
Latin  America.  Sandri,  an  Argentine  and  former  nuncio  to 
Venezuela,  is  the  chief  of  Vatican  internal  operations  and 
generally  regarded  as  the  Holy  See's  number  three  behind  the 
pope  and  Secretary  of  State.  Ambassador  discussed  ref  (a) 
points,  emphasizing  the  danger  Chavez  poses  to  the  governments 
around  him.  Sandri  was  aware  of  some  points,  but  others  came  as 
news  to  him.  In  any  case,  he  was  not  surprised.  Sandri  said  he 
was  convinced  that  Chavez  was  dangerous  from  the  time  he  took 
office  and  Sandri  was  stationed  in  Caracas.  The  archbishop  said 
he  had  taken  a harder  line  than  the  U.S.  Embassy  at  the  time, 
who  told  him  to  "wait  and  see"  what  Chavez  did  in  office. 


Holy  See  Concerned 


f.3 . (C)  According  to  Sandri,  who  said  he  knew  the  pope's 

thinking  on  the  subject,  the  Holy  See  is  concerned  about  a 
general  leftward  shift  in  Latin  America.  He  mentioned  concerns 
about  several  figures  who  seemed  to  be  looking  to  Castro  and 
Chavez,  including  Mexico's  Andres  Manuel  Lopez  Obrador.  Holy 
See  MFA  Country  Director  for  the  U.S.  and  Mexico  Monsignor  Paolo 
Gualtieri  told  the  Ambassador  in  a separate  meeting  December  15 
that  his  superiors  in  the  MFA  were  of  a similar  mindset.  They 
see  the  connections  between  Chavez,  Castro,  and  other  leftist 
politicians  in  Latin  America,  and  are  concerned  about  the 
dangers  they  present  on  many  levels. 


What  to  Do? 


f.4  . (C)  While  the  Vatican  agrees  that  these  figures  are 

dangerous,  it  sees  the  question  of  how  to  deal  with  them  as  more 
complicated.  The  Ambassador's  conversation  with  Sandri  tracked 
closely  with  the  description  of  the  pope's  concern  on  Venezuela 
noted  in  ref  (b).  However,  Sandri  stuck  to  the  previous  Vatican 
line  on  engagement  there;  he  did  not  see  the  Holy  See  changing 
its  non-conf rontational  approach  to  Chavez  given  the  recent 
history  between  Venezuela  and  the  Holy  See  (ref  c).  He 
responded  favorably  to  the  idea  that  direct  aid  from  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Church  to  the  Venezuelan  Church  to  help  the  latter 
build  up  its  social  programs  could  help  counteract  Chavez's 
appeal  and  blunt  his  attacks  on  the  Church.  Gualtieri  noted 
that  in  the  case  of  someone  like  Lopez  Obrador,  the  Church  had 
to  be  careful  not  to  overstep  its  bounds  into  politics,  no 
matter  how  it  felt.  He  said  Masonic  groups  and  some  segments  of 
Mexican  society  were  ready  to  pounce  on  bishops  or  clergy  who 
strayed  into  the  political  realm  (ref  d) . 


Comment 


f.5 . (C)  The  Holy  See  continues  to  feel  that  a 

non-conf rontational  approach  to  Chavez  is  the  right  strategy  for 
the  time  being,  but  the  Vatican  hierarchy  is  under  no  illusions 


about  the  danger  of  Chavez  and  kindred  souls  - and  the 
connections  between  them.  Sandri  has  great  influence  in  the 
Vatican  and  as  a former  nuncio  to  Venezuela  his  views  on  that 
country  carry  particular  weight.  But  his  formal  competency  is 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  Church.  The  Ambassador  will  see 
Gualtieri ' s boss,  FM  Lajolo,  after  the  holidays  to  continue  this 
dialogue,  as  Lajolo  has  the  lead  on  all  questions  of  foreign 
policy . 
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